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fHE CO-ORDINATOR,S NOTEBOOK on rhelst annual symposium and exhibirion of rhethe Nigeria water and sanitation 

^ru"irtioi--Lagos sneralon, 23rd _ 25th July, I9E6.

. The idea for the founding of a professional associa-
llon to caler for thc interests of lhe academics and prac_
titioners involved in the water suppty rd ."riLri,,ii ir-
dustries in Nigeria was first muted by the Co-orOinafor
of lhe 2nd Nalional Workshop on rhe lrr".n"ilonri
Drinkirg Warer Supply and Sanitation Decade which
was held in Owerri. Imo Slate betweer 20th and 25ah
February, 1983.

The Nigeria waler and sanitali'n Assoeiation (\lwASA) lras evenruallt ilaugurated at a
meeting held al (h€ lkeja Airport Holel on lTth Jun,e l9E3 and thc consritution and the
pioneer executiv€ commiflee of the NIWASA were ratified at th€ Genersl Meeting held onllth May' 1984 al the lkeja Airporr Horel. one of rhe main objecrives of NIwASA-is rhe en-
couragement of information exchange and transfer lmong people engaged in the wster supp-
ly and sanitation seclors b! means ,f semin,,rs. recrurir, simposia.- workstrops ana iie
publicalions of journals and rewslerters. The membership 0f NIWASA is growing steadily
andconsists of seteral water supply and sanitalion companies and individuaE.

The NIWASA lst ,{nnual Sl.mp,sium and t rhibili,n on Groundwaler Resources in
Nigeria_which.is being herd in Lagos is a b€filing rribute ro rhis capirar cit!. which can easiry
boest of the oldest lradition in municiprl water supplr.. and municipal environmenaal sanita-
tion con-arol in Nigeria. The Lagos slale mini waten'orks which cu.'enrly absllact a total of
about 100,fi)0m.3/day of grornd water. lhe 200 0r more deep boreholis whictr have been
sunk in lh€ various areas of the Lagos state to sarisly both the industrial and institurional
domeslic water supply demands ard the severul shallow hand{ug wclls liatered all over lhe
low Bnd medium incomes residential areas of Lagos stare allest to'ihe imporrance of grourd-
water in lhe socio+conomic developmenl of the Lagos State. The imjortance of lround-water resources in the socio-economic developmenl of lh€ olher lE States of- the Federal
Republic of Nigeria including the Federal Capital City of Abuja is simitar lo lhal of the
Lsgos Stste in type, if not, in degree.

The first announcement rnd call for papers for the symposium on Groundwaler Recources
in Nigeria ettracted 4l pap€r abstracts oul of which 3l were accepled, The symposium wifl
felture al lersa 20 t€chnicsl psp€rs on vsrious fscets of groundwoter resources and will pro-
vlde managers, speciolists and technicians involved in the field of groundwster resiources
development the opportunity to present their lalest knowledge and specific realisationr and
also for all symposium psrticipsnls lo oblain pertinent informrlion sboua praclical ex-
periences and new technologies and lheir recent developmenE. NIWASA sims to fosler
mutual respect among its multidisciplinary memberships rnd to promotc a bcllcr undersla[-
ding of specific problems by mullidisciplinary interationi lt is hopcd thrt th-is symposium
will achieve ttis objectiye in addition to provlding the long rdtcd IndlSctros!-blu.prinl and
t compendium of vsluable Eference works on lhc Sn undrvrLr ltlorrtcr ol Nlgcrit.

Happy deliberations on lhe Groundwatcr Resourts ltt Nl|::il,*-:*, 
: ,

Professor X. 0. lrrujo '
t9t6 GroutldrYrlct R.lorrlt|

Lagos. Nigerio.
July, 19t6.
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