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Series Preface

TheBritishGeomorphologicalResearchGroup(BGRG)isanationalmulti-
Jir.iplinury Society whose oUject is 'the advancement of research and education

in geomorphology,. Today, it. scRc enjoys an international reputation and

hala strong membership from both Britain and overseas. lndeed, the Croup

has been actively involved in stimulating the development of geomorphology

and geomorpholcgical societies in several countries' The BGRG was constituted

in t sZ t but iis beginnings lie in a meeting held in Shef tield under the chairmanship

o[ professor D. L. Linlon in 1958. Throughout its development the Group has

sustained important links with both the Institute of British ceographers and

the Geological SocietY of London'
Over the pur, ,h.". decades the BCRG has been highly successful and

productive. itri, i, reflected nor least by BcRC publications. Following its

taunch in l976the Group's journal, Earth surface Processes (since l98l Eorth

surface processes and Laniforrrs) has be_come acclaimed internationally as a

leader in its field, and to 
^i^rg" 

extent the Journal has been responsible for

aluuncing the reputation of the BCRG. In addition to an impressive list of other

pruii."ii"r, on technical and educational issues, BGRG symposia have led to

ihe production of a number of important works including Nearshore sediment

Dynamics and sedim entation editedby J. R' Hails and A. P. Carr ; Geo morphology

and climate edited by E. Derbyshire; River channel changes edited bv

t<.l.Cr.gory,andTimescalesinGeomorphotogyeditedbyR'Cullingford'
D.DavidsonandJ.Lewin.Thissequenceo[booksculminatedinlg8Twith
pruri.rii", oi tte proceedtngs of the First Internqtional Geontorphology
'Co,nfererceedited by Vince Gaidiner' This international meeting, arguably the

,tr, irnporrant in the history of geomorphology' provided the foundation for

the development of geomorphology into the next century'

This open-enaea SbRC Symposia Series has been founded and is now being

fostered io help maintain the research momentum generated during the past

three decades, as well as to further the widening of knowledge in component

fields of geomorphological endeavour. The series consists of authoritative

volumesbasedonthe-themesotBGRGmeetings'incorporating'where
,pproprirt", invited contributions to complement chapters selected from

pt..,.ntutio,satthesemeetingsundertheguidanceandeditorshipofoneor
more suitable specialists. whilst maintaining a strong emphasis on pure

geonrorphologicalresearch,BGRcmeetingsarediversifying,inaverypositive



x Series Preface

way, to consider links between geomorph ology per seand other disciplines such
as ecology, agriculture, engineering and planning.

The first volume in the series was published in 1988. Geomorphology in
Environmental Planning, edited by Janet Hooke, reflects the bent towards
applied studies. The second volume, edited by Keith Beven and paul carling,
Floods-Hydrological, sedimentological and Geomorphologicat Implications,
focuses on a traditional research theme. soil Erosion on Agricultursl Land
reflects the international importance of this topic for researchers during the
1980s. The volume, edited by John Boardman, Ian Foster and John Dearing,
forms the third in the series.

The BGRG Symposia Series will contribute to advancing geomorphological
research and we look forward to the effective participation of geomorphologists
and other scientists concerned with earth surface processes and landforms, their
relation to Man, and their interaction with the other components of the
Biosphere.

September 1989
Geoffrey Petts

BCRG Publications

Pref ace

The chapters in this book were presented at a workshop on Soil Erosion on

Agricultural Land sponsored by the British Geomorphological Research Croup

(B-CRC) as its contribution to the Annual Conference of the lnstitute of British

Geographers (IBG). The conference was held at Coventry Polytechnic in January

1989. The four-day workshop included 35 oral presentations and 20 posters, plus

trvo field excursions, and was attended by about 120 people from 20 countries'

The aim of this book is to provide a representative selection of aspects of
the soil erosion problem presented at the conference. Soil erosion is a broad

topic which cannot be comprehensively covered in a single book, let alone one

based on a specific conference. However, several contributorS were invited to

review broad areas in a series of keynote papers'

A secondary aim of the workshop was to bring together erosion researcherS

from different disciplines rather than confining discussions to geomorphological

aspects of the topic. This proved to be difficult to achieve, but to the extent

that the volume contains contributions from computing, agronomy, soil science,

seclimentology, geology and agricultural economics, the organizers were partially

successful.
The contributions to the book are arranged in three sections: l, Erosion

Processes: Past and Present; 2, Assessment and Prediction, and 3, Conservation

and Policy. These section titles represent the division of the topic into broad areas

corresponding to assessment, prediction and management. Placement of some

contriLutions proved difficult because they span more than one of these areas'

Many people have contributed to the production of this volume. First, the

local organizing committee of the IBC conference and Professor D. E' Smith'

Head ol the Department of Geography, Coventry Polytechnic, facilitated the

slnooth runnini of the workshop. The World Association of Soil and Water

Conservation sponsored a session on 'Soil Conservation, Policies and Practices'

and stimulating field excursions were organized by Drs I. D. L. Foster and J'

A. Dearing (coventry Polytechnic) and Dr M. A. Fullen (wolverhampton
polytechnii). The BGRG provided funding for several overseas contributors'

Rinally, we would like to thank the many referees who have reviewed these

chapters, often under severe time constraints' 
John Boardman

lan Foster
John Dearing


