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EXECIITIVE SIJHI{ARY

0verviev

This report summarizes research on the influence of community particlpation ln
or"t". sipply projects on the subsequent participation of community members in
;iha; ,;iilri hlalth care and ctrita survlval-activlti.es. Field research
focused on four projects (AlD-supported and other) in Indoneg-i1 and Togo' bu!
the findings "r" i,npott"ni for iit primary health care' child survival, and

vater supply policy-making and programming.

The fqlt report of this researeh, vhieh is only summarized here, is available
from IIASH as Vorking PaPer No. 42-

Backg round and Signiflcance

Field experience strongly suggests that how a water supply project . 
is

irpt"*"ntla in a communili r"y-n-ot only have a direct effect on the community

e;;i"g the tife of the p.oi""t, but also may affect future activities
introiuced to the community. 

-Experience indicates that, where vater supply
and sanitation projects meet an important 'rfelt need" of the comnunity, t!'"y
pio"iJ" ." effecti-ve entry point for primary- health care activities in that
lommunity and thereby inireise the impact of primary health care interven-
iion". i,nprouing a community's vater supply may t_hus not,only improve health
through cllan ri"r but may also serve ii a stimulus or iatalyst for increa-

"ing 
"p.rticipation in otlrer primary health care activities' Previouslyr

hovever, there has been littIe if any systematic -research to describe and

document the preeise relationship betveen vater supply projeets and subsequent
primary health care efforts.

Purpose of the Study

The present studY vas thus
question:' IIhat is the overal
in a vater supp1Y Projeet
other primarY health care
conceptual framevork for
communi ty particiPation.

designed to answer the folloving broadly stated
I relationship betveen a. commun ity's participation
and that communitY's subsequent
activities? A second Purpose
understanding, oPerationalizing

particiPation in
vas to develoP a

, and evaluating

Methodolocy "

The study vas a field-based investiga September 1985

to November 1986. To 'ansver the above ques tion,. researchers examined the

lnvo lvement of communities in a lrater supply proj ect and then in primarY

heal th care activities introduced after 'the proj ect. Field research lras

conducted in Togo and Indonesia, and results vere analyzed at the Sehool of
PubIic llealth at the UniversitY of North Carolina at Chapel HiIl.
vere collected from 60 villages --30'in each' country.

I
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Fie1d data


